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Tothe GOOD PEOPLE of IRELAND,
H E mifery and diftrefs which your ill
E"f% fated co:?x’ltry has been fo frczucndy
: )O{ expofed to, and has {c otten experi-
Wf\ 9T N%%R cnced, by fuch a comoination of ra-
yasN #asX pine, treachery, and violence, a3
ﬂ, % would havc.dnfraced the name of go-
ﬁ'g e 3d vernment, in the moft arbitrary coun.
%ufzi try in the world, has molt fincerely
sfe@ed your friends in America, and has engageu the
molt ferious attention of congref5 ; the minitry of Lri-
tain have feen the extreme meannefs and toly of the
attemp: to eftablifh a {upreme autlority in pacliament,
25 therr venal feribbiers had endeavoured to define it,
exempt trom queftion and controui, appeal or reftric- -
fion; bur it is evident to all the world, that fuch doc-
trine is 3. compatible with cvery idea of a civil conttitu-
tion ; tor all compaéts, bils of right, nay, the foiemn
ebiization of their king to govern according to the [ta-
Nts‘;lll parlimnent agreed on, and the laws and cuf- |
toms of the fame, wauld have been all nugatory trum-
, were fuch a fupremacy admitted ; for this fu.
preme authority having no ruie or law to direét its o-
ranons. or limit its power, it maft necefl:r:ly become
aruitrary and abfolute 5 tor ceafing to be a government
by twrce, and it will appeir fuily evident that this un-
natural war, in which we have been unavoidably en.
gazed, has been begun and fupported for no ether pur-
ole than to eftabiifh this fapremc or drbitrary pewer,
for they are 1ndividuall. the fame; nor i_s 1t in the pow-
¢ of fophiftry to draw a line ot feparation ; tue flimiy
and contradi¢tory tpeech of lord North, iatroduttory to-
his conciliatory metion, furnithes the tulleft convition
onthis point.  He fays, ¢ betore the war broke out he
offered a conciliatory propofition. ‘I'he ground upon
which he made it was, that it was jult the colonies
fiould contribute to the {apport of government.” And
.amott in the tame breath he ‘{ays, ¢ he thought it ne-
ocffirg to fhew the colonies We were not fighting for
texstion, for he never thought taxation would be be-
Feheial to us.”  He turther fays, ¢ he never propofed
any tax; bis maxim was to (ay nothing aooat America;;
mither to propofe or repeal laws, neither to advance
nor recede, but to rémain in total firerrcé.”  His lord-
fiip, I hope, wiil excufe me, if I prefume to look bes
ond the acknowiddzéd indolence ot his difpoftion, to
explain this ftupor ot a firft miniffer, and the cafe is ve-
fy obvious; for as fodn as their five regiments fhouid>
have compieteéd the conqueft.of America, it thould ae,.
with the lives - and properties of its inhabitants, at_the
mercy cf the condueror’s iword.. The very names of
aimblies, cgriVentions, or charters, thofe odious -aps
pendayes of democratical powdr, fhould be finithed, and
the tyrant’s fiat fhould -henceferth become the law of:
the lind, and hencé fprung thie torpedo that berumbed
the minlftes's faculties. . ot » g
His lordfhi, iays, his propofition was mifinterpreted:
or mifunderitood, 2nd was rendered fufpicious by a
fappotition of a variety of cafes; the congrefs treated it
‘as unreafonabie and infidious; and rejected it. War
began, and his intention. was from the beginning, at
the momient ot vitory, -to propole the fame propofition
in terms- obviatingail- the mifreprefentations and” mif-
underftandings ‘concerning it.  Here it is confefled,
that this wile and virtuotts adminiftration, at every ha.
ued, and'at a certain expence; has aliboft annihileted
public credit, havebeen looking for victory which has
msver come, drid [ truft never will come g and whiclf,
ifit did, muft have been iccomplithed by the murder
of fellow.citizens, fooher than clear their dwn propofiti-
ons of their albiguity and fufpicion. Ang what deprives
them of the colour of* ex¢ufe-for the lorrid barbarities
o thit war, the' city: of London, in the midft refpecthul
linguage,. petitioned the: throne-ta” déclar¥ cledrly -and;
- exalicitly-before-the war commereed, what diey. mlhéd;v
ta. have ‘done on- the part’ of ‘America; bat all to rid;
perpafe ; they wonld/not, they dare not declare ;heu_‘“’
tue objed&.. The: folemn appedl was m_a_de..‘ .and',-.fdf'
the honour of 'virtue, the comfort of.humam natury,’
and.the terror of- 5 G wilrbemdght{ly'rggvr_d- :
«d inrthe hiftoric . pige, that a:few -vrftuoﬁs:c-lt}tci!s
_ould effe@uaihy rafik the maft. vigorous: efforts of the
thoft powerful tyranny,-and “therevy efablifly thefreg="
dom: of the: wefterh world for ever. - Tp afrive at'pow-"
tr, Guthvars: like; by a-bold . effort-of courage, proves:
- Rylealt-the ‘exiftence Lof: orewyirtueyar- the fafie tine
we deteit the treachery.;-but to facrifice the publc
treafure; to devotd every effort of rapacious taxatiany
uid the friits-of-an everigrowing excife, to this idol of
madnefs ~ami-folly; to eftablita-fyftem of venality, by
which the price’.of éwéry: marry integrity and abiliriess

wirto: be determimedy. t& Riputate thepredife’ condition

for which he - (rald tréachkrouity: betruy: theintereft of;
bis’ conntry}-. and: rvistaver every

fricng hrip, and:pubilié wirtne,” to. peatidown" evéry fenfd?
g ° ""ﬂa‘ﬁg ana’h‘n'i::ciplep:wdcﬁtoy the véty -bond and .

1
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The navigation aé, which kad been framed for the
fole purpoft of fecuring to the Britith fubjects All the
advantages to be derived from the commerce of thelr
own fcttlements_, has by fubfequent a&s .been framed
into the moft odious and impelitic monopoly that could
Le devifed ; creating local diftin&ions and commercial
fchifms, fgwmg privilege to one fet of fubjedtsito the
imury of others, and operating on all the indiéted pro-
vinces as an oppreffive tak, comprehending all the tak-
:3 of gn;:un, ho_wﬂ: ver \;‘ariouﬂy modiﬁedﬁor compound-
. nd we with to have it for ever fixed on your
gnlnds., that by a monopoly of trade every pret:nZé to
internal taxation is given up; for were you even with-
out a conttitution of your own, and as dependent as
uiurpation has endeavoured to make you, the nmonopo-
ly ot your tiade is more than a tuli and equitable com-
pentation for all other taxes, and it will not appear pa-
r_adoxlcal to futurity, that the rile and fall ot the kri-
tith empire have been owing to thisaét, and the engine
by which the wite politician, who framed it, defigned
to wind ap and connect the britith intereft all over the
gork{iﬁ »lve have feen empioyed as thedwnecl on which
ritifh libeity and grandear have difgracefully ex-
ired,
? ‘I he anticipation of public revenie has fixed the cri-
fis of Britain, the labour ot their people for all ‘uzceed-
ing generatio(;)s being cngabcu‘_to p;:y the iutcrcﬁsdof
their public debts, [ cannot fuppofe ik «n untuir de-
du’é}iopn to fay they are ail born ll}l’p:l ftate ot flavery, for
an obligation to work for any other purpofe than one’s
own advantage, is truly the condition ot a flave, and
every new tax adds a Link té the chain. But even in
_ this gloomy pictute there is a dawn of hope, all bodies
dre capable of retrattion to a certain_degree, beyond
which it is impoflivle to expand them ever fo little with-
out ab vlute deftrustion. It is evident to all the world,
that the netves of public crevit in kngland are on the
rack of ex enfion, and the dréadful explofion mutt fol-
luw of courfe ; and can it be juppofed that the fyltem of
weaknefs arid folly, that has 10 iong ulurped the name
of conftitution; cah furvive the fhock 5 and their peo-
pie may y et hope to i(éic a viguruus young.ore grow out
of the ruinsof the o.d. i
I have it in my co:nmiffion to repeat to you, my good
friends, tl.e cosdial concern that congrefs takes in every
thing that reict s 1o’ tue happinels ot Ireand ; they are
fenfibly aficcted by the 10aa of opprefiive penfions on
“ur efiasnitnent; the arbittary and illegal exactions
ot pubﬁc meney oy king's jeiters, the promle.dlﬂipa-,
tior, Ly fiicurc dppointment. with arge falaries, gnd
the very arvitray and mmpotitic reftriCtions on your
tradé wad’ .ganuf <tures, which are beydnd example 11
the tu.ory O the world, and can only be equailed by
that uligeral fpint winch q:::&;_gt, apd which has
fhEwn itfef (g a ;unuantly 1n’petitins from all parts of
war flands, and i the debates in their houfe of com=
ingis, when you ha. been' lately amufed with the vain
bope of an extenfion of your tr.de, and which were
conduéted with fu.h temper and language as might be
fippofed to fuit tieir copper coloured alliés in Ameri-
¢a, but malt fix-d (tain ow’ thé chiarddter of 2 civilized
iiation' for ever'. - .
naWhtn I had the pledfure of refiding in your capital
fome years ago, it'gave mié pain to obferve '_luchfa de.
bility ‘and morbid languor in every department of yolt;r
gdvérnrieat, a8 would have difgraced: anarehy itfelf g
thie'laws ardtoo weak to execute themielves, and vice
#nd viblErite-often’ reign with impunity; and even thﬁ,
witlitary with you feem to claim an éxémptidn from .ad,
civil reitraint of jurifdiction, and individuals are forced
tor it td hiesifelvés for enat fecurity and p:oteé‘t:o‘x_x
which'the’ gd"vérm:n"ent of the cguntry can no longer ah:
foHd. thenic Wi congratulate you however on tde,‘
bright profpeét which the weftern hemifpherehasafford-
ed %o ypqu,' aild’ tlie opptefied of every’ n:mlon,‘ t:’mci1 :;_c
_truft‘giactht dbération of your country nas Beer o
“focted in Ameriga, ant 7er wiil-D 4
f:?eth&eb;aingﬁ’? méugp : ng;‘c{!‘dry cxer_txl:n}x‘s. wv::rx::ah
the fi?fed'ldve‘o&ibtrt{ mépnre;:"a:;ic:l}lc ave ena-
' -eftabliflt our freedom- SRR S
blc\‘livg"hﬁ;: the political Quixottes of Great-Br:ita}x:; will
be able to dilturb the peace an App1-
2:1‘:1'?323:;:“&5; and which Providence has permnlxeg.
" a'to (hew the monftrous abufe of power; yet loft.
i pumig.‘yirsue as they are, we wilh they S TpS
ftom theit wickedne s 21 il meet the fullapprobion
nobie eltort s -they fhall be able to
~+ of pyely'. virtyous . briton, when' they ) e
gl betwee e mid pUIots ol orerhrcty 10
i v e af ol peple, Bt 8 00 Yo O
= ehd:.?: yo'“'w continue peageable and. quiet n
i S fiuation of your affairs,-and endeavour,
eyery P:ﬁ od will, to fuppiy.the deteéts of admini-.
b’;.’mm 'gc(".i L C‘ﬂmentl whom you at this.
ftzation, - But i the .gov t. in conformity to her own,
timd acknowledge, dost nat, I e.eviry reftraint.on)
inpetel;. take ‘off and yemove. ever =d
trué. ipget &ures, 1 am charged.
de,- commerte apd manufadures, /aM ¢ ,
your grade; om will be found 0. ¢ftablifh your
t ailurg yausthab ROEInT he fullptt and ampleft man:
ﬁ'eedomr‘; th‘i.tfii(g‘h?‘ me;lt“ with of America to_pro=
as | ;

SENJAMIN FRANKLIN.
Vecfaillesy 08aber 4 3778« ]
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CHARLESTOW N, Searb.Chroling, Jily 204

Copy of a letter from an officer of rask in the Britify army,
dated Port Royal ifland, July 3, 1779, ‘

Ly IN my laft letter to you, I gaveyou the pagticulars

A ofabold effort made by the rebels, the 2oth of June)
to ftorm our entrenchinents at Stono. In this. I have
little news to convey, nothing material having I\appen-
ed fince, unlefs I was to give a dctail ot the miferable
fituation of the army from the heat ot this cli.ate. I .

- fear, my friend, tht royal caute will futter materia. in-

jury, in that we had not a (Ufficient-nuniber ot troops
to take Charleftown by Ttorm, the evening we murched
before the walls of ity and the delay till winter will be
atrended with immenfe difhiculties. It it be ut ttionga
ly fortified, the fiege of it will prove bard aid tedious, as
therebels have ftore of artiliery, and wiil, no doubt, nave
their public cellars well ttore. with meat, orink and fire
ing, tor many months; fo that it we fhail aflault it, we
fhali be once: more fained 1o quit it with thame; and
the affairs of Europe and Amer.ca are 1o various that
it wiil Le impoflible for us to have ad army futhcient to
reduce it. )
¢« Our commanders feem to lay much ftrefs on holds
ing polleflion of the country, corrupting tne negrues,
plundering the inhatitantsy and tuining their poflef-
fions: ¢ Seeing their cftates deftroy d. lay they, the
people will not have patience to be:r the war, andi
love for themfelves wiil make tuem delrt their caufe,
however convinced ot its juitice,” This mode of wir-
fare | ever held bafe and ignominious; and the som-
mand of thecountry, without the pofl.thion of Chai.efl=
town is, in my poor opin:on, hut ot finall avcountj and if
their govermuent has but worth a: d valeur, ana a ye-
nius for refources equal to what this ri.n colony uduids,
it will mafter all thefe d:fhoulves. 1 Lis audity, this
deftruétion and wafte, will rati.er warm the peupie, and
make them refolute. 1 am ot openion, that the damage
ail done, and the mifchict over. the - opic teeing no
help forit, will ftick taiter (o their new Lovernment,
which wiil then ~e more bound to tneir patitvtum, ag
their property is ruined in it. difence,
¢ Much afo has been Loped tor trom the malcona
tents or loyalits § fo far frum yiciding us any ajlitancey
that few only apply for protc€tion fivmn p.undering par-
ties, and do no other fervice than fteal their neighoours
horfzs, cattle, and other neceflari-s :or the army and
give intelligence of the movements an : defigns of tue
rebels, notwithftanding the molt folemn caths and vows
of fidelity to them ! I have read wucn oi the hittory of
civil wars, but never heard of juch-n -amphibivus,
worthlefs race of men. In all other countiics, t e mals
of the people tuke one fide or other. and cou.d never
yet behold, with indifference, public calamities. in
our civil wars of former days in.. cotlend, tuat native
warmth of our temper, the Scotorum feravutum ingeniumy
which could never admit ncutraliiy, ..ow no longer €x-
ifls in our countrymen, which notuing bu the ftrangg
fatality attending the royal caufe can ac.ount tor But
however ufelefs thefe tories (a3 the rebiels call them) are
to us, and contemptible in thuinfeives, it the new go:
vernments knew how to take advant:ge of times ah
circumftances, their faint oppofition. fo rar trom injuf-
ing the rebels, it would be as a ladder fur tnem to rifg
higher, nay they might find, 1 think, taith and profit
in them, bad they wifdom=and found policy. | coul
- quote examples, where thote who were held fufpected
in the beginning of a fimilar war, haye, trom a ftrange
pliability and changeablenefs ot mens n.ture, change
fides, and- done more worthy firvices. than many wh
ftept forward in the beginning. °Tis trom all theie an;

many other reafons, that-I'much doubt th= fu.ceis of -

his Majefty’s arms the enfuing campaign aganft the

" Carolinas,

«« Taking a conqueft even for grant-d, I think' i¢
were much better to grant them independence, and igs
cure_their trade, In cafe of a fubduétion, I toretel
you, my friends,
vitable ‘confequence; for the people harrall’c_u_: as they
are, with the fatigues and heat of the war, wili not ila=
" mediately feel the anguifh of ‘the wound their reputa~
tion and feelings mult fuffer, when they giow cool,’
and find themieives ftigmatized by the world, and per.,
haps treated by government as attual rebels. ‘I'he

pride and fpirit of an ordinary man couid never beir,
the unfpeakable thame and intamy of fo ignominious a.
fituation j and the experience of othef countries feems 10,
that the fingle confideration of national charace,
tér, will prompt them to iricur all the mileries of war,,
Itis not impoffible but that the tories themielves may .

prove,

hereafter think themfelves and pofterity invoivid in the

difhonour of bging conquered from a ftaté of rebellion 3~

and {o much are the ways of mien pait finding out, that
they may besthe firft to roufe’to arms.

¢¢ The bills of exchange drawn by cafxt. Ca}n';'ab'ell’,".l

hear have been protefted ; 4-beg ycu'will recover thes
or I fhall lofe it inevitabiy. After wy fincereft,
r ‘Betiey. aud my friend tiig:
célonel, 1 remain, Sir; your friend, and molt obedient

money, )
refpééts to your lady, Mif

bunible fervant,™ —
BOSTON, Juis

uefday laft arrived here a French, frigate of 33 guns;,
fmrfh Fragcc;' in: which can‘\‘e'pai(rc'nigcr_s his excellency
ter DE LA LUsERNE, plenipotentiary trom

the CHEVAL ’ e e
* his fecretary, &c. as alfo the honouratle Joi n ~adams; - -

his Moft Chriftian Majelty to the:-

}fq; late a commiffioner fram thelq fiates tq thig vo
., of France, :His
-Haric

ckcQlensy aid it laniai e poirer

.where they weré receited uy-i-}c”bmrqi.tcc tsomt tin- h:(;‘.-.a.‘-..T

ourable council of this fiate, Who 'were Waitii
:ur'ugea for their seception j they weie cotunct

that a new rebellion” wili b2 thiv ife- """
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